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little assistance to Germany. Moreover, he doubted whether
the English Parliament, in view of the bitter public feeling
in England since the Kruger Telegram, would ever ratify
an Anglo-German alliance. German public opinion would
also be against it. He therefore directed Hatzfeldt neither
to accept nor reject Chamberlain's offer, but to deal with it
in a dilatory fashion. By this means he believed that Ger-
many and England might come to an agreement on some of
their outstanding colonial problems, without going so far
as to risk a definite alliance.47
In this connection the Kaiser took a step which reveals
the lack of honesty which he sometimes displayed in his
attempts to manage German foreign policy. Without con-
sulting his Ministers, and in spite of the fact that the
Chamberlain proposals had been strictly confidential, he
wrote to the Tsar on May 30, 1898, saying that England
had thrice within the last few weeks asked for an alliance,
making enormous offers which opened a brilliant future for
Germany, and begging for a quick reply. Before answering
the British, the Kaiser added, he wanted to tell "Nicky" of
this, since it was a life and death matter. Such an alliance
would evidently be directed against Russia. "Now I ask
you, as my old and trusted friend, to tell me what you can
offer me, and what you will do for me if I refuse the British
offers."48
This letter was a gross exaggeration, because no "enor-
mous offers" had been made by England. The Kaiser was
deliberately attempting by his exaggeration to bid Russia
and England up against one another, and to use Chamber-
lain's offer to sow discord between Russia and England.
What he wanted to secure from Nicky was Russian co-
operation for bringing France into a Continental League,
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